WHAT IS ELECTRICITT?
PEOBABLT few, if any, competent physicists have, of late years, used the term "electric fluid" in'any other than a conventional sense. When distinguishing electricity into the two kinds, "positive-5' and "negative," or " vitreous " and " resinous," they have used the ideas suggested by these names merely as convenient symbols, and not as representatives of different entities. And, now that heat and light are proved to be modes of motion, it has become obvious that all the allied manifestations of force must be modes of motion-.
What is the particular mode of motion which constitutes electricity, thus becomes the question. That it is some kind of molecular vibration, different from the molecular vibrations which luminous bodies give off, is, I presume, taken for granted by all who bring to the- consideration of the matter a knowledge of recent discoveries. Beyond those simple oscillations of molecules, from which light and heat result, may we not suspect that there will, in some cases, arise compound oscillations ? Let us consider whether the conditions under whicH electricity arises are not such as to generate compound oscillations; and whether the phenomena of electricity are not such as